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LETTER FROM PRESIDENT & CEO

KENNETH W. SINGER

As you read through our exciting new look to our
Visions Newsletter, you will see some of the very
exciting things that are going on at Berkshire
County Arc this summer. While the summer seems
to be flying by, we are preparing to open our newest
home in Dalton. It will be our twelfth home serving
individuals with acquired brain injury. The four
individuals who will be living there have been
living in nursing homes, and it is very exciting to
see them have a new start.

Elsewhere around the agency, we just completed the
Pathways for Justice Project which represented
twelve months of planning. Through a grant from
the Arc of the United States, we were able to host a
day-long conference which brought together leaders
from throughout the Berkshires to discuss
awareness and sensitivity issues around serving
people with disabilities. Representatives from
police departments, the sheriff’s department, mental
health agencies, the court system, as well as
individuals and families served all came together. It
culminated with a very enlightening day for all who
attended the conference.

The Berkshire Music School has been working with
many of the individuals that we serve teaching them
music and expression. Recently, individuals from
our agency participated in two concerts held at the
Music School. It was a very wonderful experience

for them. Twenty-three of the

individuals we serve also

participated in the Community

Access for the Arts Annual

Art Shows, one held in

Williamstown at the Clark Art

Institute and the other in

Pittsfield at the Lichtenstein

Center. The art work was

beautiful and the artists were

extremely proud. In addition,

many of the paintings were sold. Some of our
individuals are presently involved in a very exciting
project with Williamstown Theatre Festival, Look
forward to hearing about this in our Fall issue!

It is very exciting to see those that we serve having
such enriched lives and opportunities in the
community. I am appreciative of all of the hard
work done by so many of our staff, as well as our
collaborating community partners. I urge our
readers to try and attend some of these great events
as they come up in the future. I hope the rest of
everyone’s summer is wonderful.

Ken
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23RD ANNUAL GOLF CLASSIC

RAISES $43,000

MAY 25, 2017 AT BERKSHIRE HILLS COUNTRY CLUB
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The Stats:
Raised $43,000
Over 180 Golfers
45 Teams
Over 100 Sponsors
Over 50 Volunteers

23 Years of the BCArc Golf Classic:

$723,500 Raised

$93,000 in scholarships given to high school seniors
who are pursuing careers in the human services field

Volunteers: Sopheap Nhim and Shaun Hall (Left to right)

BERKSHIRE MUSIC
SCHOOL COLLABORATION

PROMOTING SOCIAL AND COMMUNITY INCLUSION
WITH SING-A-LONGS AND DRUM CIRCLES

Berkshire County Arc has been awarded a $15,000
innovation grant for social and community inclusion for
the Collaborative Music Outreach Project by the
Massachusetts Department of Developmental Services
(DDS). In partnership with families, BCArc and
Berkshire Music School will create musical opportunities
through an innovative project so young adults with
disabilities receive the support to participate in musical
endeavors to enhance social and inclusion experiences.

The design of the project is a music scholarship program
to sponsor at least ten young adults that will have the
benefit of a Person Centered Music Plan which will guide
them as they enrich their musical talents and reach their
personal goals.

Left: Betsy with Berkshire Music School staff
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PATHWAYS TO JUSTICE
CONFERENCE

OVER 75 LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT, VICTIM SERVICE
PROVIDERS, AND ATTORNEYS ATTENDED THIS DAY-LONG

CONFERENCE

Berkshire County Arc and The Arc of the Unites States’ National Center on
Criminal Justice and Disability® (NCCJD) collaborated to hold the day-long
Pathways to Justice® Conference for over 75 local law enforcement, victim
service providers, and attorneys on Friday, June 16 at Berkshire Community
College. This conference was made possible by a grant through The Arc of
the U.S. and the U.S. Department of Justice Bureau of Justice Assistance
(BJA). BCArc was one of six chapters in the country chosen to host these
trainings. The grant focused on the creation of a Berkshire County Disability

Left to right: Carol Neuhaus, BCArc self-advocate, Response Team.
and Leigh Ann Davis, NCCJID Speaker

Berkshire County’s The breakout sessions highlighted profession-specific programming which
Disability Response Team Members Es)iiii@e i Riis Opening remarks.

Berkshire County Arc (BCArc)
Berkshire Community College (BCC)
National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI)
Berkshire County Sheriff’s Department

Sessions highlighted:

» Current issues disproportionately impacting victims with /DD

Berkshire County District Attorney’s Office (including trafficking and competency to testify)
BECL SIRS E G «  Successful communication tips to use when interacting,
Pittsfield Police Department . . . . . . . . .
Sttt Gy e S communicating, mirandizing, interviewing or interrogating people
The Brain Injury Association of Massachusetts| with I/DD
BIA-MA . . . .
¢ ) » Strategies that can help de-escalate potentially dangerous situations

and minimize use of force

WEST REGION
SELF-ADVOCACY
CONFERENCE

MAY 13, 2017

BCArec self-advocates attended
workshops, listened to speakers,
and helped organize this
well-attended event with other
Western Mass self-advocacy
groups.

Left to right: Margaret, Barb, Kathy (Front), Irene and Linda (Back)
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AUTISM AWARENESS MONTH - APRIL 2017

ADLIB, AUTISM CONNECTIONS, BCARC, CIP, HILLCREST
EDUCATIONAL CENTERS, AND UCP COLLABORATED IN THE
BERKSHIRE COUNTY AUTISM AWARENESS MONTH EFFORTS

Photo Credit: The Berkshire Eagle

April is Autism Awareness month, celebrated globally with various ‘GO BLUE’ campaigns. The goal of the
Berkshire County, MA based campaign was to heighten awareness of services available to individuals and
families impacted by Autism and to celebrate the accomplishments of those with Autism.

Collaborating agencies encouraged local businesses to 'GO BLUE' by decorating their window displays in blue
for the month of April and asked community members to wear blue each Friday of the month to stand in

solidarity with Autism Awareness. Additionally, together promoted a calendar of special events for those with
Autism and their caretakers to help improve access to services.

RELIEF APPRECIATION DINNER

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED DEDICATION AND COMMITMENT

Our relief staff are an
integral part of our
organization.

BCArc has 219 Relief
Staff!
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SPRING BREAK CAMP 2017

BCARC'S FAMILY SUPPORT CENTER HOSTED ITS 7TH ANNUAL

SPRING BREAK CAMP

From April 17th through the 21st, BCArc’s Family Support Center hosted its 7th Annual Spring Break Camp
for youth with disabilities at Berkshire South Regional Community Center in Great Barrington. Youth ranging
in ages from 13-21 participated in the Camp. Each day they had a blast participating in fun planned activities
and swimming in the recreational and therapy pools.

They danced with Barbara

Pastie in her Shake Your Soul

Class, and had a fun time at

Gymfest where everyone took

turns tumbling, walking the

balance beam, and jumping on

the trampoline. Ben Wibby,

“Balloon Ben” came and made

all the campers balloon

characters. They went bowling

at the Cove Lanes, enjoyed a

Playshop with Jeannie Bassis,

visited the baby animals at

Hancock Shaker Village, and

had a ball decorating their own

cupcakes. We at Berkshire

County Arc enjoyed getting to

know and spending time with  Left to right: Dominic and Christina
everyone who participated, and look forward to seeing familiar and new faces next Spring.

1BERKSHIRE GOOD NEWS BUSINESS SALUTE

BCARC'S EMPLOYMENT DIVISION, ADVANTAGE EMPLOYEE NETWORK WAS
HONORED FOR ASSISTING HUNDREDS OF PEOPLE TRANSITION INTO GREAT JOBS
IN THE BERKSHIRES

1Berkshire hosted a Good News Business Salute breakfast held at Cranwell Resort Spa and Golf Club on
June 28th. Advantage Employee Network (AEN) was one of four saluted businesses celebrating milestone
anniversaries with a crowd of 200 people. For over 30 years AEN has provided local businesses throughout
the Berkshires with reliable employees. They have maintained relationships with many businesses for as long
as 20+ years, making AEN's services with those employers invaluable. AEN was amongst some of the area’s
largest business professionals, allowing them to foster new business relationships in the Berkshire

community.

1REGION ¢ 1COMMUNITY ¢ TECONOMY
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FRIENDS REMEMBERED

Donna Hyland Lisa Morgan-Fiero  Elizabeth Collins
September 21, 1956 November 14, 1959 October 8, 1943
June 25, 2017 June 12, 2017 June 2, 2017

Goodbyes are not forever. Goodbyes are not the end.
They simply mean I'll miss you, until we meet again!

BETSY & CATHY'S CORNER

PAJAMA DAY AT THE CENTER FOR DEVELOPMENT

We have 8 Fridays in the summer time that we pick a theme
and on Fridays we dress up. On Pajama Day we had a pillow
fight and everyone walked down the red carpet to show off
their wonderful pajamas.

Angel

Amy Gelinas from CATA came to
CFD once a week for 4 weeks. 10 to
15 individuals participated in a drum

circle with dancing and singing.
Right to left: Franck and Ginny
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DIVERSITY GAME NIGHT

BY: SHAUN HALL - DIVERSITY COMMITTEE CO-CHAIR
On June 14th the Diversity Committee held its
first Annual Cultural Diversity Game Night. The
event started with a sampling of foods prepared by
several of our staff and represented their cultural
heritages; Dominican Republic, Ireland, France,
Cambodia, Poland, and Puerto Rico. Each station
also had presentations that offered many
interesting facts about each culture and provided
clues to the second activity of the event. We
proceeded with an intense game of Cultural
Jeopardy. Our event ended with a rousing game of
Loteria, which is a game popular in Latin America which is somewhat similar to our
Bingo.

“What a terrific event all of you put on today for our staff. This was a well-planned,

thoughtful and extremely fun day. The food representing your countries was delicious! We
have to do this again.” - Maryann Hyatt, Chief Operating Officer

BCArc Diversity Committee

“It was terrific! So much fun and I learned so much!” — Kristi Nastars, Director of Human
Resources

STUDENT SCHOLARSHIPS

BCARC and the BCARC Down Syndrome Family Group have awarded scholarships ranging
upwards from $1,000 to the following five high school seniors who demonstrated outstanding
prior involvement with individuals with disabilities

Anthony Melski Mehgan Warner Jessie Downer Crystal Wojick Aubrey Milligan
Pittsfield High Wahconah Regional Wahconah Regional Hoosac Valley Wahconah Regional
Plans to Attend: Plans to Attend: Plans to Attend: Plans to Attend: Plgns to Attend:
Berkshire Community University of Maine @ Westfield State Massachusetts College Fitchburg State
University

College Farmington University of Liberal Arts
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STEPPING STONES

WHAT'S SO GREAT ABOUT BOWLING?

NARRATED BY: KIMBALL B.

There are so many great things about bowling.
Bowling is so great because just about
everyone on this planet can do it. Not only
does everyone have the ability to do it, but
they can do it at almost any time of the year!
There is no certain weather needed to bowl.
Unless you find an outdoor bowling alley,
which would be pretty awesome I must add.
As far as costs go, bowling is one of the
cheapest sports. Bowling is also great because
it's a place where you can be social, meet new people, and make new friends. Another
thing that makes bowling so great, probably the most important one, is that it's fun! I
can't think of a time when I didn't have fun at the alley. Sure there were times when I
struggled really badly, but it didn't mean I wasn't having fun. I'm out there having the
greatest time of my life every time I'm at the alley. I love bowling and the joy it brings
my life! With that being said, I hope you all have the passion for this sport that I do.
"Bowl on" everyone!

EMPLOYEES OF THE QUARTER

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR EMPLOYEES OF THE QUARTER FOR YOUR HARD
WORK AND DEDICATION TO YOURSELVES AND THE INDIVIDUALS WE SERVE

Left to right: Kimball and Josh

Anthony Archambault Emmanuel Yankey Joseph Marasca
Employment Specialist Relief Staff Maintenance
Advantage Employee Department

Network Westfield
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PROMOTIONS

CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR NEXT STEP IN YOUR CAREER AT BCARC!

Cybéle Kilby Sonja Stewart Kim Leab
Director of Day & Family Support Residential
Family Enrichment Manager Supervisor

Services

Barbara Tanski Kara Rogers
Senior Site Manager Brain Injury
Supervisor

Jessica Warner
Senior Site Manager
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ZIP 'N SORT SPOTLIGHT

SPOTLIGHT WITH ZIP 'N SORT EMPLOYEE JENNIFER TERRIO

Q: When did you start at Zip 'N Sort?

A: I started working for Zip 'N Sort in 2010 and I was
working at Advantage Employee Network before that.

Q: What are your daily duties at Zip 'N Sort?

A: I work on the PJ Library fulfillment team. We send
story books out to children. We send out about 75,000
books a month. I run the strapper machine and I seal the
envelopes on the meter and sometimes I use the folding
machine too.

Q: What do you like most about Zip 'N Sort?

A: I love coming here everyday to work. I like all of the
people there. They always made me feel welcome,
especially Debbie and Paul, my team leaders.

CELEBRATE ARTISTS!

LICHTENSTEIN CENTER FOR THE ARTS AND CLARK ART INSTITUTE EXHIBITS

Jennifer Terrio

David Myles Jon
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HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
BUILDS HOUSE FOR
BCARC STAFF

BCARC STAFF NORMA SANTOS DELSANNO
RECEIVES OPPORTUNITY OF A LIFETIME

STAFF APPRECIATION DAY

BERKSHIRE WEST ATHLETIC CLUB

A fun day had by all as staff and their families enjoyed the facilities at Berkshire
West with a picnic, ice cream, swimming, raffles, balloon artist, and staff awards!

Our staff work hard each and every day to ensure that our individuals receive the
best care possible.

Thank you to all of our staff for your dedication all year long!
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u NEW ADDITION

Congratulations to
Residential
Supervisor, Erwin
Figueroa, on his
new addition
Kevin Orlando!

SAVE THE DATE

11th Annual Buddy Walk® of the Berkshires
Saturday, September 30, 2017
Register Today! http://bit.ly/2017BuddyWalk

BCArc 63rd Annual Meeting/Breakfast
Friday, November 17, 2017
ITAM Lodge, Pittsfield, MA 7:30 AM



